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SUBJECT:  
 

VEHICLE ESCORTS  

EFFECTIVE DATE: BY THE ORDER OF:  

 

SUPERSEDES ORDER #:  

 
 
PURPOSE The purpose of this directive is to codify this agency’s policy and procedures regarding 

vehicle escort services. 
 
POLICY It is the policy of the <XXXXX> to provide vehicle escort services, where warranted, as a 

courtesy to citizens and to expedite the orderly flow of traffic. 
 
PROCEDURES 
 

I. GENERAL 
 
A. Providing an escort for civilian vehicles in emergency situations is a dangerous 

practice and should be avoided wherever possible.  Typically, these escorts would 
involve escorting civilian vehicles to a medical facility for a medical emergency.  In 
these cases, the civilian vehicle should be parked and patient transportation 
should be made by EMS, fire rescue or police vehicle. 

 
B. Providing escorts for oversized vehicles or vehicles containing hazardous or 

unusual cargo shall be accommodated to the extent possible. 
 
C. Requests for funeral escorts should be accommodated to the extent possible 

based upon prevailing operational needs. 
 
D. Providing an escort for public officials and/or visiting dignitaries is a legitimate 

policing function and shall be accommodated to the extent possible. 
 
E. Providing an escort for other emergency vehicles is a legitimate policing function 

and shall be accommodated to the extent possible.  These escorts include, but are 
not limited to: 

 
1. Escorting fire apparatus to or from the scene of an incident; 
 
2. Escorting ambulances to or from an incident to a medical facility; 
 
3. Escorting emergency responders from neighboring jurisdictions to scenes 

within <XXXXX>; 
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4. Escorting emergency responders from neighboring jurisdictions through the 
<XXXXX> to other jurisdictions; 

 
5. Escorting military vehicles and/or convoys through the <XXXXX>; 
 
6. Escorting tow trucks with hazardous or unusual vehicles attached. 

 
II. MECHANICS 

 
A. Escorting oversized vehicles or vehicles containing hazardous or unusual cargo 

are typically pre-planned.  Requests for such services should be referred to the 
Patrol Commander.  The Patrol Commander shall coordinate the route and the 
number of escorting vehicles through the shift commanders or designees. 

 
1. Emergency or last minute requests to escort oversized vehicles or vehicles 

containing hazardous or unusual cargo shall be coordinated through the 
duty shift commander or duty road supervisor. 

2. Detailed CAD records of these escort services shall be initiated and 
maintained in the event the <XXXXX> attempts to recoup the costs of the 
escort from the motor carrier. 
 

3. These CAD records must account for all time spent by all agency vehicles 
involved in the escort with sufficient narration to describe the incident. 

 
B. Requests for funeral escorts shall be typically coordinated through the Patrol 

Commander.  Last minute requests shall be coordinated through the duty shift 
commander or duty road supervisor. 

 
1. A single marked unit can typically handle a funeral escort.  Larger funerals 

will require additional resources.  The Patrol Commander or designee 
should determine the anticipated size of the funeral procession and assign 
the appropriate number of escorting vehicles.  Motorcycles may be utilized, 
weather permitting. 
 

2. Ordinarily, processions should proceed by the most direct route, but other 
factors may need consideration.  These reasons include, but are not limited 
to: road construction, road hazards, weather, traffic volume, etc. 

 
3. Processions should not exceed the posted speed limit.   

 
4. Traffic control at intersections may be accomplished by on-duty personnel 

not involved in the actual funeral escort for the duration that the procession 
takes to pass the given point and then returned to service. 

 
5. When approaching an intersection with a traffic signal, unless other law 

enforcement personnel control traffic, the lead vehicle(s) should not enter 
an intersection on a red traffic signal. 

 
6. A CAD record accounting for all time spent by agency vehicles involved in 

the escort is sufficient as a baseline reporting mechanism. 
 

7. Depending on the final destination of the funeral procession, it may be 
necessary to notify other affected jurisdictions.  Make it clear whether law 
enforcement assistance is needed from these agency/agencies. 
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8. Under the provisions of NJSA 39: 4-93, if a procession takes longer than 

five minutes to pass a given point, it shall be interrupted every five minutes 
for the passage of traffic, which may be waiting.  Authorized emergency 
vehicles, United States mail vehicles and physicians’ vehicles shall have 
the right of way through a procession. 

 
C. Requests for escorts for public officials and/or dignitaries are typically pre-planned 

events and shall be forwarded to the Patrol Commander.  The duty shift 
commander or duty road supervisor shall coordinate last minute requests. 

 
1. A CAD record accounting for all time spent by agency vehicles involved in 

the escort is sufficient as a baseline reporting mechanism. 
 

D. The duty road supervisor shall coordinate requests to escort emergency vehicles.  
 
 

E. Personnel assigned to any escorts should be instructed to use alternate radio talk-
groups for the duration of the detail so as not to interfere with routine or 
emergency radio traffic. 

 
F. Pre-planned escorts may necessitate a call to local media outlets to warn the 

motoring public of any roadway restrictions or detours unless the escort is covert 
or security is heightened.  If the use of electronic social media is authorized, 
announce any road closings or detours with this medium. 

 
G. Funeral processions or military convoys may have to be interrupted to facilitate the 

passage of emergency vehicles, when necessary. 
 
H. Unanticipated problems encountered during an escort shall be handled and 

reported using standard operational guidelines and reporting mechanisms.  These 
unanticipated problems include, but are not limited to: 

 
1. Criminal incidents;  
 
2. Vehicle crashes; 
 
3. Sick or injured persons; 
 
4. Spills, etc. 

 


